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Loyalty Oath Holdouts Still Wait 


Winners in High Court Seek $60,000 Back Pay 


By Ed Meagher 

Los Angeles Times 

TUCSON, Ariz. — More 
than five months after the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
in their favor, a Tucson 
teaching couple are still 
waiting for their back pay 
totaling $60,000 to $65,000. 

Vernon and Barbara Elf- 
brandt’s legal problems now 
are over. Early last month 
Arizona authorities finally 
interpreted the High Court’s 
ruling in such a way as to 
clear the couple’s path to 
fiscal redress. 

But the paperwork re- 
mains. 

The Elfbrandts are the 
Quaker converts who, out of 
religious considerations and 
their own feelings on indivi- 


dual rights, taught for more 
than five years without pay 
rather than sign Arizona’s 
loyalty oath. 

Last April 18, the Su- 
preme Court threw out the 
oath’s penalty clause, which 
made it a felony to take the 
oath and remain a member 
of an organization advocat- 
ing forcible overthrow of 
the State Government. 

The court, in a 5-4 deci- 
sion, ruled that the clause 
“threatens the cherished 
freedom of association 
protected by the First 
Amendment,” and said a 
person might belong to an 
organization considered sub- 
versive but not agree with 
its illegal aims. 

But it wasn’t until early 


September that the r uling 
was interpreted by Arizona 
authorities to mean that 
public employes could take 
their choice of signing eith- 
er of two loyalty oath 
forms. 

One, minus the penalty 
clause but otherwise intact, 
was the oath which the Elf- 
brandts had fought. The 
other was a simple swearing 
or affirming to support and 
defend the Constitutions of 
the United, States and Arizo- 
na against foreign and 
domestic enemies. 

The Elfbrandts signed the 
simple oath. And on Sept. 9 
they received their first 
paychecks in five years, 
three months and nine days. 

During their long wait. 


the couple lived on contri- 
butions, which totaled 
around $27,000. An estimat- 
ed quarter of this was in 
contingency loans. And 
these will be repaid, the Elf- 
brandts say, as quickly as 
possible after they have 
banked their back pay. 

This may be some months 
away, however, because of 
accounting problems. For 
example, interest of 6 per 
cent was ordered by the 
State’s high court but how 
is it to be figured — on the 
total, or compounded from 
pay day to pay day, begin- 
ning June 1, 1961? 

“We don’t even know at 
this point how much back 
pay we’re going to get,” 
Mrs. Elfbrandt said. I 
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